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get bids. Public sector, private sector,
whoever gives the best bid for the tax-
payers of Texas and America, would be
able to bid on consolidating the admin-
istrative offices for welfare services so
that a welfare recipient would be able
to go in to one place and get whatever
they needed for their particular needs
at that particular time. They may be
able to get food stamps, AFDC, Medic-
aid, disaster assistance, community
care, in-home and family support. All
of these things would be in one place.

The State of Texas is looking for
public-private partnerships. They are
looking to the public sector and the
private sector to say, come in and bid
on these programs. The State of Texas
believes they can save 10 to 40 percent
of the $550 million they now spend to
administer these programs. That is $200
million a year for the taxpayers of
Texas and the taxpayers of America.

Mr. President, I talked to the Sec-
retary of HHS. I said, ‘‘What more can
Texas do?’’ She was very forthright.
She said, ‘‘Texas has done everything
it was supposed to do. Everything is
set. It is on the President’s desk.’’

Mr. President, why is the President
making this decision in the first place?
I am afraid it is because a political as-
pect to this has emerged. And that is,
some of the unions do not want the
ability for our State to go out and get
bids on public-private partnerships.

Mr. President, I am all for unions
being able to have free market access
and free ability to go out and get jobs.
But when a union says, ‘‘We don’t want
you to be able to do things more effi-
ciently because we might not be able to
compete,’’ I am saying that is wrong. It
is time for the President of the United
States to do what Congress said was
the law of the land and which he signed
into law, which he agreed to do, and
that is let the States run the welfare
programs. Part of the way welfare re-
form is going to work is for the States
to be able to do the job more effi-
ciently without strings from Washing-
ton. It saves taxpayer dollars for all
Americans and for the States that are
trying to do their job better.

Mr. President, we have a dilemma
here. Congress has acted, and the
President has signed the bill. He has
agreed with Congress that it is in ev-
eryone’s best interest for the States to
run their own programs. The proposal
of the State of Texas is along the lines
of what many other States are looking
at. Wisconsin, Arizona, and other
States are looking at these kinds of ef-
ficiencies.

Mr. President, I hope they will be
able to do this. I hope so, because Con-
gress has spoken and the President has
spoken, and we have said the same
thing: ‘‘Be more efficient. Use taxpayer
dollars more wisely.’’ What is the hold-
up?

I ask President Clinton, what is the
holdup? We have a reasonable proposal.
It is innovative. It meets the needs of
Texans. Why not approve it? Five
months and Texas has lost $10 million

for every month this has not been able
to go forward.

Mr. President, this is an emergency
for my State. Our legislature has 1
more month of its session. We must act
if the President is not willing to do the
job. So I am announcing that I am
going to try to do this congressionally
if the President does not act or if the
President turns down the reasonable
request by the State of Texas. Because,
Mr. President, the President of the
United States cannot thwart the will of
Congress when he has signed a bill.
When it is the law of the land, he can-
not go around it with regulations, with
Executive orders, thumbing his nose at
what the law is. He was a Governor.
The President of the United States un-
derstands how important it is for
States to be able to have the ability to
run their own programs.

I am going to ask today the Presi-
dent of the United States to approve
the waiver request for the State of
Texas which has been sitting on his
desk for 5 months. If he is unwilling to
do that, I am serving notice that I will
do everything in my power to congres-
sionally require this approval.

The second choice is not the best. I
would rather work with the President
to do what is right here. But we are be-
ginning to see a pattern: Wisconsin
coming in, asking for legislative relief;
Oregon coming in, asking for legisla-
tive relief. That is not the way to do it.
But the buck stops here. Congress
passed the law. If the administration is
going to thwart the law of the land,
Congress must act.

We must take these waivers one at a
time and make these decisions. I would
prefer that the President and the ad-
ministration do what is right and do
what is their responsibility to do and
grant these waivers. If they do not,
however, it is the responsibility of Con-
gress to step in and say, this was our
intent and it is the law of the land.

Mr. President, Texas is losing $10
million a month; $50 million to date. It
is not right. We are doing in Texas
what Congress told us to do. There
should be no barrier to doing that. I
ask the President today, grant the
waiver. That is the proper way to work
with Congress and with the States and
it is in everyone’s best interest.

Thank you, Mr. President.
I yield the floor.
f

RECESS UNTIL 2:15 P.M.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15
p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:45 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m.; whereupon, the
Senate reassembled when called to
order by the Presiding Officer [Mr.
COATS].
f

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order and pursuant to rule

XXII, the hour of 2:15 having arrived,
the clerk will report the motion to in-
voke cloture.

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to S. 543, a bill to provide certain
protections to volunteers, nonprofit organi-
zations, and governmental entities in law-
suits based on the activities of volunteers:

Trent Lott, Paul Coverdell, Connie
Mack, Slade Gorton, Don Nickles,
Spencer Abraham, Larry Craig, Mi-
chael Enzi, Craig Thomas, Phil
Gramm, Dan Coats, Rick Santorum,
Mitch McConnell, Orrin Hatch, Robert
Bennett, Mike DeWine.

CALL OF THE ROLL

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent the quorum call has
been waived.

VOTE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, is it the sense of the Sen-
ate that debate on the motion to pro-
ceed to S. 543, the Volunteer Protec-
tion Act, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are required. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.
Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the

Senator from Missouri [Mr. BOND] is
necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 52 Leg.]

YEAS—53

Abraham
Allard
Ashcroft
Bennett
Brownback
Burns
Campbell
Chafee
Coats
Cochran
Collins
Coverdell
Craig
D’Amato
DeWine
Domenici
Enzi
Faircloth

Frist
Gorton
Gramm
Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Hatch
Helms
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Jeffords
Kempthorne
Kyl
Lott
Lugar
Mack

McCain
McConnell
Murkowski
Nickles
Roberts
Roth
Santorum
Sessions
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Warner

NAYS—46

Akaka
Baucus
Biden
Bingaman
Boxer
Breaux
Bryan
Bumpers
Byrd
Cleland
Conrad
Daschle
Dodd
Dorgan
Durbin
Feingold

Feinstein
Ford
Glenn
Graham
Harkin
Hollings
Inouye
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin

Lieberman
Mikulski
Moseley-Braun
Moynihan
Murray
Reed
Reid
Robb
Rockefeller
Sarbanes
Shelby
Torricelli
Wellstone
Wyden

NOT VOTING—1

Bond

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 53, the nays are 46.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is not agreed
to.

Mr. COVERDELL addressed the
Chair.
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